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Gig Harbor Branch 
 

SEPTEMBER 2015 

 September Combined Branch Meeting 
(Puyallup, Tacoma, Gig Harbor) 

 

Common Core Standards: What are they and what do they Mean for Our 

Local School Districts. (see the flyer on page 9) 

Saturday, September 26, 2015 

Social Time: 10:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.; Program: 10:30 a.m.– 12:00 noon 

Tacoma Community College, Building 16, Room 106 

(this is on the 19th St side, where the bus station is, in fact, if we check 

the schedules we can probably ride the bus to the meeting--or car 

pool) 

Featured panel:  

Legislator: Christine Kilduff, House of Representatives from University Place 

District 

Administrator: Carla Santorno, Superintendent of Schools Tacoma 

Educator: Dr. Julia Aguirre, Associate Professor of Education U W Tacoma 

Parent: Phyllis Izant 

Discussion will include:  

 How Common Core State Standards differ from previous standards 

 Funding and legislative support for the Common Core State Standards 

including professional development, technology maintenance, teacher 

evaluations/salaries and the McCleary Decision. 

 What happens when kids don’t meet the Common Core State 

Standards? 

Questions, in writing, from the floor will be collected throughout the 

program and asked following each of the above questions and at the end 

of the program. 

Pat Berger & Catherine Luria, Program Co-VPs 
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Presidents Message 

Karen Anderson 

karena@u.arizona.edu 

(253-509-0781) 

Photo by Martha Shellenberger 2015 

Every organization is as strong as its members and leaders.  Gig Harbor AAUW is no 

exception, so I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to all who 

contributed to our accomplishments in the past year.  First, I want to thank our members, 

whose attendance at our events, contributions to our scholarship and Tech Trek funds, 

and willingness to lend a hand when needed made our programs and interest groups so 

successful. 

 
Our board and committee members and interest group facilitators gave freely of their 

time and expertise so that all facets of our local mission were served well.  I would 

especially like to thank Martha Shellenberger for creating such wonderful newsletters, 

Nancy Williams for handling our finances so ably, and Mary Williams for ensuring that Tech 

Trek would operate so successfully on behalf of our community. 

 
Please read in this newsletter about our upcoming joint program with the Tacoma and 

Puyallup chapters of AAUW.  Plan to attend and to bring a friend who might be 

interested in joining Gig Harbor AAUW.  Membership growth is the responsibility of all our 

members, so please do your part.  It would be especially wonderful if we could bring 

some younger friends so we can build for the future of our organization. 

 

We still have some openings on our board.  Specifically, we need volunteers to handle 

communications among national, state and Gig Harbor AAUW; someone to exercise 

general oversight of fundraising with a great deal of help from others; and an interest 

group coordinator.  Please let a board member know of your interest. 

 

Thanks to all of you. 

 

Karen Anderson 

President 

mailto:karena@u.arizona.edu
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Karen Anderson 
 

Karen has always considered education an important 

aspect of her life. She has been a member of AAUW for 

about twenty years, first joining in Arizona when she was 

approached by the Program Chair of the local branch. 

Karen was teaching Women’s Studies at the time and it 

seemed a good fit.  Karen admired the history of AAUW 

which was formed by students and graduates to provide 

a platform for women seeking higher education, to fight 

prejudice, provide fellowship and scholarships.  

 

Originally from Lawrence Kansas, Karen attended the University of Kansas where she 

obtained a BS in Education.  Womens’ History was a lively issue in the 1970s and Karen 

came to the University of Washington to obtain her PhD where women were already 

working on the topic.  With the advent of Title IX, faculty jobs opened up for Karen and 

after a stint on the east coast she settled in Arizona in the 1980s where she taught 

Womens’ Studies.  Karen has published four books that include topics focusing on civilian 

women during WWII, histories of women of color, the Little Rock Arkansas School Crisis and 

a textbook on United States History.  In 2007 she began splitting her time between the 

Pacific Northwest and Arizona and moved to Gig Harbor in 2011 when she retired.  An 

avid reader, she found AAUW GH when she went to the GH Library to inquire about a 

book group and quickly became a member of the Evening Book Group. 

 

In addition, Karen is a Garden Club member and pursues gardening with a passion. She 

said she loves burying her mistakes and learning as she goes. She is planning to take out 

more lawn this fall to put in another bed with plants that will adjust to climate change.  

She said she is changing her high maintenance garden to one with less maintenance.  

Karen is also an avid basketball fan, and follows Kansas and Arizona teams with devotion.  

She is married to Kent and does not have children. 

 

She continues to remain interested in how people secure power, especially women, and 

how different groups of people interact with one another.  As our AAUW GH Chapter 

President, her vision is to help Pay-It-Forward, to help women benefit from quality college 

education and to empower women. 

Each month we feature a member or two, highlighting their accomplishments and 

interests. This month we are featuring our branch President, Karen Anderson. 

Photo by Martha Shellenberger 2015 
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Interest Groups 

September 2015 

Board Meeting-Wednesday, September 9 at 1:30 pm at the home of Patty Nelson. Her 

address is 216 35th Ave. Ct. NW and her phone number is 253 857-7900. Thanks to Patty 

and Barb for volunteering to host. 
 

Bon Appetit- Tuesday, September 15 at 5:30 pm.  Bon Appetit members will meet at The 

Hub at the GH airport for dinner.  We will order off the menu individually.  Group chairs 

need to call their members the week ahead to get an accurate count of how many will 

be coming to the dinner.  Please report this number to Diane.  For more information call 

Sue Engen at 253-265-1677 or Diane Edison at 253-851-1056. 
 

Evening Book Group—Monday, September 28th at the Gig 

Harbor Peninsula Library. 

6:30 Refreshments; 7:00 Meeting.  Gig Harbor AAUW member 

Elizabeth Murray will be our guest speaker to talk about her 

memoir “A Long Way From Paris”.  Her book was named to the 

Kirkus Best Books of 2014. Spouses and other guests are 

welcome to this special meeting. Marlene Buffington and 

Maren Johnson will provide refreshments. For more information 

please phone Sue Hines (253) 761-5080 or Salli Montgomery  

(253) 857-8057. 
 

Who Done It (Mystery Book Group)—Tuesday Sept. 8th, 10:30am.  We will read Faye 

Kellerman. The hostess is Carol Robinson and the presenter is Sybil Mercer. For more 

information please call Carol Robinson 253-265-6141. 
 

Bridge-Day— Our group meets on the third Tuesday of each 

month in a member’s home for an afternoon of bridge.  Please 

call June Lane (253-851-4059) for more information. 
 

Bridge-Evening—The evening bridge group meets on the 4th 

Thursday of the month.  Please call Mary Williams (253-509-0524) 

or Bev Storkman (253-851-2402) to confirm a date and time and 

reserve a seat at the table. 
 

Lunch Bunch—The Lunch Bunch meets at 12:30 pm every second Wednesday of the 

month at the Inn of Gig Harbor.  Everyone is invited.  No need to call ahead. 
 

Palette to Palate is going on hiatus for a few months due to waning interest. If an exhibit 

looks intriguing , contact Ellen Lowrie at 253-884-2610 and we’ll see if there is any interest 

in attending. 
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Gig Harbor Branch-Announcements 

Newsletter Deadline-September 15th. for the October newsletter. Martha is on vacation the 

last week of September.  Please send articles and pictures with narrative you would like to 

include in the newsletter by the deadline to give her time to edit the newsletter before she 

leaves for vacation. Send your articles and pictures to marthashellen@comcast.net. 

Remember to include last names, locations, dates and times for the information you send. 

Happy Birthday to members celebrating September birthdays. 

 

Sandra Overton   09-08 

Caroline Smith    09-09 

Sherrie Kilborn    09-18 

Gwyneth Nightingale  09-18 

Susan Engen    09-28 

Veronica Holland   09-29 

Many thanks to Ann Denis, a Minerva grant recipient, who volunteered to be a foster mom 

for Carol Stokes’ dog while Carol is undergoing treatment for cancer.  Ann is a retired Navy 

nurse, dog lover and mother of two dogs.  She has a fenced ample yard and welcomed 

Carol’s dog Daisy with open arms for as long as needed.   

Membership directories are ready.  Talk to your interest group chair to get your copy or 

come to the September meeting in Tacoma. If you need yours mailed to you contact one 

of the membership VPs (listed on the left side of page 1). 

We Need Your Help 

As Karen mentioned in her message on Page 2, three board positions remain unfilled.  

Volunteers are needed to handle communications among national, state and Gig Harbor 

AAUW; someone to exercise general oversight of fundraising with a great deal of help from 

others; and an interest group coordinator.  One or more people can fill these positions.  

Please let a board member know of your interest in helping. 
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Gig Harbor Branch-Membership Info. 

Membership Directory Changes 

 

Please make the following changes to your directory: 

Edison, Diane-e-mail: dedison74@gmail.com 

Busch, Bobbie-email:danbobbusch@aol.com 

Trippel, Wini-address: 

Harbor Place 

1016 29th St. NW, Unit 151 

Gig Harbor, WA 98335 

Phone: 253-853-0464 

We have several new members.  Please welcome them when you meet them at an in-

terest group meeting or at the Combined Branch Meeting. 

Overton, Sandra (Sandy) V.  

13777 Wye Lake Boulevard SW 

Port Orchard, WA 98367 

Home: 360-675-9539 

Cell: (360) 320-7638 

Email: sandypwd@gmail.com 

Dominican University – BA Math 

Birthdate: 09/08/1943 

 

Mowry, Cynthia 

2810 65th St. Ct. NW 

Gig Harbor, WA 98335 

Home: 253-514-7350 

Cell: 253-589-5570 

Email: cmowry52@gmail.com 

UW Tacoma-BA 

Advanced: Seattle U-MA 

Birthdate: 11/0/1952 

 

Plage, Lynn  

5722 122nd St. NW 

Gig Harbor WA 98332 

Cell: 612-803-2165 

Office: 253-514-6812 

Email: lplage@lpcpublicity.com 

 

Smith, Judy (Ginny Smith’s daughter) 

7919 26th Avenue NW 

Gig Harbor, WA  98332 

Cell: (209) 481-1265 

Email: jsvarni@aol.com 

University of the Pacific (Stockton, CA) –  

BA-International Relations 

Birthdate: 06/06/1952 

mailto:dedison74@gmail.com
mailto:danbobbusch@aol.com
mailto:sandypwd@gmail.com
mailto:sandypwd@gmail.com
mailto:jsvarni@aol.com
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Gig Harbor Branch-Public Policy  

Julie Buffington, Public Policy Chair  

Washington State Legislature 

 To find out what bills your legislators sponsored this year, log on to http://leg.wa.gov/

and find your legislator. Then, click on Details and then on Bill Sponsorship. This will give 

you a list of the bills for which your legislator was the primary sponsor and bills for which 

your legislator was a secondary sponsor. For your Representatives, you will also see a 

voting record although 2014 is the latest record online at this time.   

 If you live in Gig Harbor, District 26, your legislators are: Senator Jan Angel, Repulican; 

Representative Jesse Young, Republican; and Representative Michelle Caldier, 

Republican. 

 

AAUW-WA Public Policy Priorities – Approved for 2014-2016 

AAUW (The American Association of University Women) advances equity for women and 

girls through advocacy, education, research and philanthropy. AAUW of Washington 

State is a champion of equal rights for women and girls and for quality education in 

Washington State. 

 

We support State legislation and budgets that: 

 Provide ample funding of Basic Education as required by the McCleary Decision 

 Improve access to postsecondary education 

 Protect access to comprehensive reproductive health care 

 Provide access to paid sick and safe leave 

 Promote pay equity 

 Support programs and activities which work to eradicate human trafficking 

 

We support public budgets that balance individual rights and responsibility to community, 

and a tax system that will provide a stable source of public funds and produce over-all 

equity in the distribution of tax burdens. 

 

AAUW Report on 2015 State Equal Pay Legislation by the Numbers 

August 20, 2015 

As most of the 2015 state legislative sessions around the country draw to a close, four 

states - Connecticut, Delaware, North Dakota, and Oregon - are celebrating equal pay 

wins, with two more - Illinois and New York -hoping that their governors sign on to the bills 

they passed.  

http://leg.wa.gov/
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From the AAUW Archives-By Suzanne Gould May 2014 

Elizabeth Lee Hazen (left) and Rachel Brown at work in their lab. Image via Wikimedia Commons 

From Mason Jar to Wonder Drug: Rachel Fuller Brown and the Development of Nystatin 

Take my word for it: If you ever read about an accomplished woman scientist, chances are she has a 

connection to AAUW. Rachel Fuller Brown, the scientist who developed the first antifungal antibiotic with 

fellow chemist Elizabeth Lee Hazen, is a perfect example. 

 Born in 1898 in Springfield, Massachusetts, Brown attended Mount Holyoke College. Her tuition was 

paid for by Henrietta Dexter, a friend of Brown’s grandmother, who was impressed by Brown’s hard work 

and dedication. At the urging and encouragement of Emma P. Carr, then chair of the chemistry depart-

ment at Mount Holyoke College, Brown pursued a career in science. (Note: Carr was an AAUW fellow, re-

ceiving the Alice Freeman Palmer fellowship in 1929.) 

 Brown not only received a bachelor’s degree in chemistry from Mount Holyoke in 1920 but earned her 

doctorate in chemistry from the University of Chicago.  She accepted a job in the division of laboratories 

and research in the New York state Department of Health. In 1948 she began the collaboration with Ha-

zen that would lead to the development of the first antifungal antibiotic. Alexander Fleming had discov-

ered penicillin in 1928, and while it successfully treated bacterial infections, its use often came with the 

nasty side effect of fungal infections. There was not yet an antifungal antibiotic. 

 Brown and Hazen’s work started rather simply — with mason jars and the U.S. mail. They put soil sam-

ples in the jars and sent them through the mail to each other for lab analysis. A sample from a Virginia 

farm led to the development of the first antifungal antibiotic, named Nystatin after the New York State De-

partment of Health, in 1950. Patent #2,797,183 was granted on June 25, 1957.  

 Nystatin went beyond eliminating annoying fungal infections such as athlete’s foot and ringworm by 

curing potentially major fungal infections of the skin and body. It continues to be used today to treat 

deadly fungal infections associated with chemotherapy, AIDS, and organ transplants. 

 When the patent expired on Nystatin, the two women received $13.4 million in royalties, which they 

donated to the nonprofit Research Corporation for Scientific Advancement. Half of the funds went to 

general purposes; the other half established the Brown-Hazen Fund to provide scholarships and funding to 

students and researchers in the life sciences. Brown ultimately even repaid Henrietta Dexter, the woman 

who had funded her college education. 

 In 1975 Brown and Hazen became the first women to receive the Chemical Pioneer Award from the 

American Institute of Chemists. They were both also posthumously inducted to the National Inventors Hall 

of Fame in 1994. 

 A proud AAUW member of more than 50 years, Brown served as president of the AAUW Albany (NY) 

Branch. Through her involvement with AAUW, she encouraged young women to pursue their education 

and careers in the sciences, just like Emma P. Carr and Henrietta Dexter did for her. 
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   AAUW Newsletter 

Gig Harbor Branch 

P.O. Box 2705 

Address Service Requested 

Dated Material 

AAUW DIVERSITY STATEMENT:  In principle and in practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse mem-

bership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of gender, 

race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class. 

 

Show your thanks by supporting the following businesses that help support the 

newsletter: 

 

Bella Kitchen and Home 

Gateway to India 

Gig Harbor Home Management  

  Simply Spotless 

  Senior Relocations 

Heidi's Sweet Shop 

 

 

 

Kellys 

Kit Kuhn 

Morso Wine 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/c584k/0zk19e/8lz9xc

